
 

WHAT CAN WE COUNT ON 
IN THE NEW YEAR? 

 
Greetings in Christ, 
 Here we are at the beginning 
of another year and there is a biblical 
passage that comes to mind, the beau-
tiful scripture of Hebrews 13:8 “Jesus 
Christ the same yesterday, today and 
forever.” 

 With changes coming at us 
ever so rapidly, it wonderful to know 
Jesus never changes. God doesn’t 
adapt to the times. The Word isn’t in-
fluenced by cultural or political pres-
sure.  
 Jesus is King of Kings and 
Lord of Lord’s. 
 In a turbulent and fast chang-
ing world that seems to go from one 
crisis to another raising our anxieties, 
creating doubts and causing us to 
wonder simply “why?”, nothing seems 
permanent, nothing seems as it should. 
However, this Hebrews passage, this 
statement of faith and of hope, has 
been a source of strength and encour-
agement for Christians in every gener-
ation. Despite all that is going on 
around us Jesus Christ is our secure 
anchor. 

 This passage means you can 
always count on Jesus being there in 
your life, even when it doesn’t seem 
like He is. He doesn’t change. 
 It means you can always know 
His love for you doesn’t decrease. 
 It means you can always de-
pend on His commitment to you in all 
things, at all times, in all ways. 
 Though the world changes, 
circumstances change, people change, 
and even you change, Jesus never 
does.  You can always count on Jesus. 
 As the New Year begins, we 
truly believe that God will continue to 
increase our ministries, continue to be 
our guide and source of blessing to our 
members and our community. He will 
lead a second pastor to our staff so 
that we become evermore effective as 
voices proclaiming the Gospel and He 
can be counted on to be our unchang-
ing source of faith and hope.   
 We want to thank you for 
your continued support and for your 
participation in Faith Lutheran 
Church. We wish you a wonder-filled 
New Year and ask for your support by 
volunteering and participating in our 
ministries as often as you are able. It’s 
a great way to meet new people, con-
tribute new ideas and become engaged 
in the congregation. 
 Continued Blessings in Christ,  
The Governing Board 
 
David Bowers, Chris Corpus, David 
Woolsey, Kevin Kovach, Bea Marlette 
and Elizabeth Shick 
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A special thank you to the congregation and volunteers 
who so generously supported the program changes to our 
Love INC ministry for Clothe A Kid.  This past year has 
been such a blessing as we transitioned the way we engage 
families in Lorain County for the provision of clothing.  In 
2022, Faith Lutheran Church participating in providing 

clothing for 56 children.  As we move into 2023, our focus is still on 
building relationships, as we continue to work alongside families at any 
time of the year for clothing needs.  Volunteer shoppers/relationship 
builders are always needed, please contact Jennifer Tucker or the 
church office for more information. 

 
Also, thank you to all who donated socks, gloves and mittens during 

the months of Nov./Dec.  These items will be given to support our pan-
try partnership with Zion Lutheran Church in  
Lorain, Gateway Church Clothing Pantry and Lorain City 
Schools.  Your donations are needed and much appreciated.   
 
There are many other ways to connect and serve our neighbors through-
out Lorain County – please consider learning more about Love INC. 
and ways to serve by visiting their website at www.lilc.org.   
 
Thanks! 
Jennifer 

As it's been said....."A New Year, A New Beginning"! 
We all can welcome a new year with positive expecta-
tions.  Individually, we can plan to make ourselves better in 
every possible way.  With our continued trust in the Lord, 
we can pursue becoming better Christians! 
 

This New Year we should all do a personal introspective review of our rela-
tionship with the Lord and hope to improve so to be more pleasing to the 
Lord. 
Consider joining our "Team".  It's very pleasing to help those in need by be-
ing there for them in their time of need.  You can make a difference! 
 
Contact the church office if you desire to learn more about our ministry.   
You can make Faith Lutheran a more caring, loving and pleasing church! 
 
 Bea Marlette, Jack Watkins, Fred Ayers, Chris Corpus, Joe Delgado, Rich Gray 

Pastoral Care Ministry Team 

 New Year’s Day Service - Jan 1 at 

8AM & 10:30am 

 Church Office Closed - Jan 2 

 Titus 2 Bible Study - Jan 2 & 16 at 

9:30am 

 “Woke” Bible Study - Jan 3, 10, 17, 

24, 31 at 6pm 

 Thursday Bible Study - Jan 5, 12, 19, 

26 at 10am 

 Women’s Walk & Talk - Jan 7 at 9am 

 Church Undecorating Party - Jan 7 

at 11am 

 Quilters - Jan 10 & 24 at 9am 

 Governing Board Meeting - Jan 12 

at 6:30pm 

 Financial Peace University - Jan 19 

& 26 at 6pm 

 Youth Retreat - Jan 27 –28 

 Thursday Bible Study - Feb 2, 9, 16, 

23 at 10am 

 Financial Peace University - Feb 2, 

9, 16, 23 at 6pm 

 Women’s Walk & Talk - Feb 4 at 9am 

 “Woke” Bible Study - Feb 7, 14, 21, 

28 at 6pm 

 Titus 2 Bible Study - Feb 6 & 20 at 

9:30am 

 Quilters - Feb 14 & 28 at 9am 

 Pancake Dinner - Feb 21 at 5:30pm 

 Ash Wednesday Service - Feb 22 at 

Noon & 7pm 

 Midweek Lent Service - Mar 1, 8, 15, 

22, 29 at Noon & 7pm 

 Thursday Bible Study - Mar 2, 9, 16, 

23, 30 at 10am 

 Financial Peace University - Mar 2, 

9, 16 at 6pm 

 Women’s Walk & Talk - Mar 4 at 9am 

 Titus 2 Bible Study - Mar 6 & 20      at 

9:30am 

 Quilters - Mar 14 & 28 at 9AM  

Sunday, March 12, 2023    

Be sure to set your clocks forward 

one hour before bed                   

Saturday night!  
Facebook: facebook.com/faith.avon 
Instagram: instagram.com/faith.avon 
YouTube: faithavon.com/sermons 

http://www.lilc.org
http://facebook.com/faith.avon
http://instagram.com/faith.avon
http://faithavon.com/sermons


 

We are very thankful for the choir, soloists, and instrumentalists 
who praised the Lord through special music during our  

Advent and Christmas services.   
They truly were blessings! 

Choir rehearsals will resume on  
Wednesday, January 25

th
 at 6:30 p.m.  

We will begin practice for special music during 
the Lent and Easter seasons.   

 
If you have not been part of the choir,  

please consider joining us now.   
 

We would love to have you join us!! 

 
 
 
 
 

The other day I was sitting at church,  waiting a     
couple of hours for the Boiler Inspector to arrive and perform 
our annual inspection for our heating system in the old sec-
tion of the building. I sat in the office and observed various 
groups, preschool parents, teachers and office staff scurrying 
around the building in various stages of productivity. 

As I was waiting, I was watching the activity I remem-
bered a time when this building was only used on a Sunday 
morning and possible one day during the week for perhaps a 
church board meeting.  The church secretary came and went 
for possibly a couple of hours a week. I remembered one par-
ticularly cold day when the pipes in the restrooms froze up 
due to no one being around to check the temperature in the 
building. We spent a lot of time trying to warm up the area 
and thaw the pipes. We really don’t have that problem any 
more. 

I reflected on these times and see how we have 
grown. There is a ton of activity daily and people focus on 
spreading the word and supporting the various ministries. We 
have so much activity now that we have many members that 
notice problems and conditions and promptly report them to 
me so I can schedule or perform the repairs myself. 

I have attended this church since 1985. I have 
watched it blossom into a safe comfortable area for all to en-
joy and work within. I am proud of the building and work to 
keep it a functional place where we can worship from and 
find comfort.  

As we look forward to what the new year will bring, 
please join me and my talented staff in keeping this building 
in good working order as we might use it in a manner fitting 
to please God.  

 
 In the words of Hellen Keller, 

 “Alone we can do so little, together we can do so much.”    
 

I consider it a privilege to serve the Lord, this church 
and my ministry maintaining this building.  I wish everyone a 
prosperous new year. 

 
In service to our Lord 
Mike Emling 



 

 This is the first of a multi-part series designed to acquaint congregational members with the 
people who serve us. 
 Recently I read a story that reflected on the time, hard work, energy and preparation that went 
unseen by the audience of a successful event. Multiple days and many hours for what was 20 
minutes of actual screen time. It got me to thinking about how much we take for granted as we at-
tend worship and other events here at Faith Lutheran Church.  
 How often do we leave worship thinking about our awesome God and the blessings he has 
given us. We might even walk away humming one of the hymns or music from the pre or post ser-
vice music because it lifted our spirits. But have we thought about what it took to give us that won-
der-filled experience? 
 We attend worship and are struck by pastor’s sermon. Whether it’s his delivery, his childhood 
memories or anecdotes from his many life experiences or friendships.  It might be the depth of his 
biblical knowledge or how he uses the Inspired Word of God to direct our thoughts and actions to 
knowing our loving God and to encourage others.  Ever wonder how much time the pastor has de-
voted to sermon preparation, to gathering his thoughts? The amount of time checking multiple re-
sources including several bible versions, doing a Google search while putting concepts together.  Or 
perhaps conferring with a trusted associate for information or suggestions and most importantly 
opening himself in prayer to God for guidance and direction so that his sermon will reflect God’s 
inspired word and that we, God’s children, will have ears to hear, hearts to receive and a desire to be 
His servants. 
 And it’s just not Sunday’s sermon that pastor’s been working on. Those thoughts began weeks 
ago. Perhaps months ago. Pastor is always planning a sermon series that will begin weeks from now. 
While we might be planning and thinking about Advent, he’s already finishing his series for Lent. In 
addition to worship, he’s also preparing for 2-3 weekly bible studies as well. 
 During the week he is serving the church by visiting shut-ins, making hospital visits, offering 
home bound communion and serving members as . He’s representing Faith Lutheran Church in the 
community serving as Chaplain to the Avon Fire Department, LWML Zone Counselor, as a board 
member with Love, Inc. or meeting with community leaders where applicable.  Lending his council 
and thoughts to assisting pastors who seeking his advice or to a young pastor who has reached out to 
him for training, growth and development. 
 And most importantly, Pastor works diligently to be both husband and father for his family.  
All the above is visible yet largely unknown and maybe a little ignored.  Now that we know what it 
takes, perhaps we can appreciate our worship time and Pastor Woolsey a bit more. He truly is 
“priceless”.  I hope you take the opportunity to tell him. 
 Watch for future, “What Does It Take” articles in the newsletter as we become knowledgeable 
on the individuals and their responsibilities in service to all of us. 

David Bowers, Chairman, Governing Board 

Part I 

Newsletter Series by 

David Bowers  



 

 
Preschool Winter Happenings 

Happy New Year! We are excited to back in the 
classrooms and with our friends after a fun 
Christmas break! Before we left for Christmas, 
each class had their own program singing songs 
and poems for their parents. The Pre-K decided 
to retell the Christmas Story by dressing in 
costumes. We then shared time in the fellow-
ship hall with our families and friends.  

 
 January will bring themes like winter  
fun and snowmen, penguins, and polar bears.  

We will also turn our bible stories  
towards Jesus’ baptism, and calling his  

disciples, followed by his many miracles.  
 

Our registration is open for the 2023-24 school year! Please share our school 
with your friends and neighbors. Some aspects that we love about our school is 
that we get to teach about Jesus and his love for us, our small class sizes pro-
vide for individualized instruction, and our caring teachers are made up mostly of 
parents who have had children in our program.  
Send them to preschool.faithavon.com for more info on our school! 
 
Finally, we need you to like and share on Facebook and Instagram! The more likes 
we get on each post, the more it is seen! Plus, you get a peek into what we are 
doing each week in our classrooms!   
 
   Facebook: FAITH LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL AVON    

 
 
Instagram: faith_preschoolavon 
 

Blessings, 
Michele 

Join us at 9:15am for a special 
craft, fun activity, & snack  

at each celebration! 

Epiphany - January 8th  
 

Valentine’s - February 12  

TBD - March 12  
 



 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
NEWS 

 
The Youth Ministry Group had an  
active calendar of events this fall with 
both the Senior Youth and Junior High 
Youth participating in fun filled nights of 
Faith Development, fellowship, and fun 
activities.  
 
We held a Youth Night on one evening in the months of September, October, and No-
vember with attendance growing each month. Our very engaging and creative youth 
along with their friends took part in fun activities that ranged from decorating one of 
their group as a famous statue (pictures on the bulletin board), to pumpkin decorating 
(and pumpkin bowling), a very competitive game of Thanksgiving Pictionary, making 
S’mores around a camp fire, and almost always a spirited closing game of Ghost in The 
Graveyard.  
 
Most importantly, each night featured a specific biblically based devotion for both the 
Juniors and the Seniors facilitated by our leaders Bea Marlette, Nora Nordquist, Bethany 
Weiss, and Kevin Kovach. These devotions allow God’s word to reach every member of 
the group and nourish and encourage them in their daily lives. 
 
Our Christmas Season kicked off on December 4th with a very successful cookie bake 
sale that was organized and sponsored by the LWML.  
 
A special thanks to Carla Russell and Bea Marlette for organizing the event, and for all 

the bakers and helpers that put together nearly 120 beautiful gift baskets of assorted 
Christmas cookies. The money raised will go to support future youth events. 

 
 
Speaking of future events, the winter season ahead continues and 
we look forward to building on our momentum with an overnight 
retreat January 27 –28 and our Youth Nights are January 8, Feb-
ruary 19, and March 12.   Stay tuned for updates. 
 
 

Our youth are our future. Please encourage their participation, and always remember 
that their friends are welcome as well! 
Blessings! 
 
The Youth Ministry Team   



 

 

 

LWML/Women in Mission  
Winter News 

LWML/Youth Group Christmas Cookie Sale.  
A new member asked… “Correct me if I am wrong… I 
should bake cookies, bring them to church, help package 
them and then buy them on Sunday? Yes, to all the above. 
And thank you so much for the continued support of our 
Youth Group at Faith. We made over $1000.00! A special 

thanks goes out to Deb Hinman, who pur-
chased the ribbon, baked cookies, then saw 
to it that all the packages looked fantastic, 

The Christmas Birthday Party for Jesus was 
an evening of meditation on how we can cele-
brate Jesus’s Birth through Advent and just a 
lot of fun! Sr. Mary told us about the Blessing 
House and ways we can get involved. Oh, and 
there were gifts, enough to fill a van, plus many 

gift cards! Thank you for all who participated! Cards were 
also made for our shut-ins and Avon Firefighters. 23 women 
and 3 men, helped to make this a great event! Thanks eve-

“30 Days of Household Devotions” Booklet.   
Are you interested in starting a devotion in your home, but don’t know where to begin? The 30 Days of 
Household Devotions Booklet, which is a Lutheran Hour Publication, opens with several tips on doing devo-
tions in your home, leading into 30 daily devotions that can be used consecutively or you decide how often, 
based on your household’s needs. There is no quilt, if you miss days. However, it will take a commitment to 
read and discuss a short devotion and three questions. Remember, this is absolutely not limited to house-
hold with children; couples may do it, and so may roommates and many other household set-ups. Call or 
Text Carla Russell at 203-520-1573 to reserve a Booklet, which will be provided. Look for details in the Mid-
week Newsletter and Bulletin!  ***We will set up a Facebook private chat room for discussion, as there will be 
no meetings or drives to the Church. 

Faith’s Women in Mission Facebook Group!  
Megan Kovach set up a secure “closed” Facebook group for just the women at Faith. We now have 40 plus members! The 

participants are getting to know each other better and grow in their daily walk, as they share,  
devotions, ideas, concerns, and needs.  

Contact Megan Kovach or Carla Russell to join. 

Walk &Talk/Chair Exercise 
January 7,  February 4, & 
March 4.  Trying to keep 
things new and fresh we will 
be including Chair Exercise 
to be inclusive to all women. 
We might even throw in a craft! We meet at 9:00 in the 
kitchen, for devotion, exercise, and small snack. Of 

Tuesday Evening Women’s Bible  
Starting soon! Megan Kovach will again host these meet-
ings at her home. A great way to meet other women of 
faith, grow in faith, and have some meaningful  
conversations.   Watch for the details to follow!!  

National LWML Convention  
Milwaukee, Wisconsin - June 22–25, 2023 

 “Celebrate the Lord of the Nations”  
Registration begins in March.! 

Let’s get a van and use this as a women’s retreat! 
 

   Scripture Verse: Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people whom he has chosen as   
  his heritage! The Lord looks down from heaven; he sees all the children of man (Psalm 33:12–13).  



 

  

    

    

    

    

Watch for more details!! 

5:30 - 7:00pm   

Tuesday  
Feb. 21st   

Save the Date for our first 

Annual Fat Tuesday  
Pancake Dinner   

Altar Guild 
The Altar Guild is still in need of help!  Please consider serving in this special 
ministry of beautifying and preparing the Altar for The Lord’s Supper. Looking 
for men and women 21 and older. Only a one month per year commitment is 
required for either setup prior to First service or cleanup after Second service.  
Training provided!   Please contact the church office. 

Tech/AV 
Faith is looking for volunteers to 
help with Live Stream & Sound 
during our Sunday and Special  
Services.  Please contact the church 
office if you are interested. 

Quilting Group 
Help the quilting group twice a month.  You don’t have to 
sew as there are many other things to do in making “CARE 
QUILTS”.  Join us on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the 
month at 9am.  
  

Also, if you know someone in our church that could use a 
quilt please let Bea know. Bea Marlette (440) 937-4480 

Property Maintenance 
Mike Emling is looking for help with various projects 
to enhance the property.   
Please consider helping out with your time or special 
talent.  Please contact Mike Emling at (440) 242-5601  

If you’ve ever felt like you just can’t get in control of your money, 
you’re not alone. You’d be surprised how many people you know are 
struggling just like you. But it’s time for your struggle to end—
starting today. Join my Financial Peace University class at  
Faith Lutheran Church starting on Thursday, January 19 from  
6-8pm and learn how you can pay off debt, save more money, and 
build wealth. This is a 9-week class. Sign up is ONLINE ONLY.  
Please visit fpu.com/1157307 to sign up!   
 
Kevin Kovach will be coordinating this class. He can be reached 
at 440-281-4714 for questions. Hope to see you there!  

http://fpu.com/1157307


 

Pastor David Woolsey 440-934-4710 pastorwoolsey@gmail.com 

Business Manager Nereida Ocasio 440-934-4710 nereida.faithavon@gmail.com 

Church Secretary Michele Herner 440-934-4710 secretaryatfaith@gmail.com 

Director of Preschool Michele Herner 440-934-2465 preschool@faithavon.com 

Properties Management Mike Emling 440-242-5601 mjemling@gmail.com 

Treasurer Brian Prahst 216-926-3051 beprahst@yahoo.com  

Financial Secretary Elizabeth Zoric 440-541-4574 sarafina72@yahoo.com 

AV Technician Kathleen Alexander 440-937-6417 kmalexander13@gmail.com 

Event Setup Coordinator Clyde Alexander 216-312-1025 cwalexander@yahoo.com  

    

Governing Board  
                     President  David Bowers 216-695-7340 westhighcowboy27@gmail.com 

                     Recording Secretary  Chris Corpus 216-973-2475 chris@corpuslawinc.com 

                      Pastor  David Woolsey 440-934-4710 Pastorwoolsey@gmail.com 

                      Board Member     Bea Marlette 440-394-4480 beamarlette@centurylink.net  

                      Board Member Kevin Kovach 440-281-4714 kevin.kovach1@gmail.com 

                      Board Member Elizabeth Shick 440-934-4710 schickh@gmail.com 

    

Ministries 
Altar Care  David Woolsey 440-934-4710 Pastorwoolsey@gmail.com 

Altar Flowers Church Office 440-934-4710 nereida.faithavon@gmail.com 

Fellowship Dimaris Woolsey 440-864-1267 dimaris10@gmail.com  

GriefShare Trish High 440-734-4566  pahigh@att.net 

LWML Carla Russell 440-934-4710 mutticjr@aol.com  

Love INC Jennifer Tucker 440-427-0414 pszenitzki@hotmail.com 

Director of Music Shirley Smith 440-934-4710 blessingsinchrist4@icloud.com  

Director of Contemporary Worship Megan Kovach 607-643-1339 megankovach22@gmail.com 

Pastoral Care Ministry Rich Gray 216-521-9544 cybergray1@sbcglobal.net  

Prayer Group Judy Jamison 440-934-3323 judyjamison51@gmail.com 

Sunday School Directors Holly Sulzer & Stephanie Tober KidsofFaithavon@gmail.com 

Titus 2 Dawn Klingshirn 440-670-0885 dik4464@yahoo.com 

Worship Assistant Elizabeth Shick 440-934-4710 shickh@gmail.com  

Youth Group Cindy Schlotman 216-496-5848 ges32010@hotmail.com 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF DIRECTORY 

mailto:pastorwoolsey@gmail.com
mailto:nereida.faithavon@gmail.com
mailto:mjemling@gmail.com
mailto:sarafina72@yahoo.com
mailto:westhighcowboy27@gmail.com
mailto:chris@corpuslawinc.com
mailto:kevin.kovach1@gmail.com
mailto:schickh@gmail.com
mailto:dimaris10@gmail.com
mailto:megankovach22@gmail.com
mailto:KidsofFaithavon@gmail.com
mailto:dik4464@yahoo.com
mailto:ges32010@hotmail.com


 
Faith Lutheran Church & Preschool 

2265 Garden Dr 
Avon, OH. 44054 
Phone: (440) 934-4710 
Email: secretaryatfaith@gmail.com 
www.Faithavon.com  

Non-Profit Org.                   
U.S. POSTAGE PAID       

Avon, OH 44011               
Permit No. 30 

Traditional Church Service               
Sundays at 8:00am - followed by  

Bible Study 

 

 

 

Ash Wednesday                          
February 22, Noon & 7pm 

Contemporary Church Service               
Sundays at 10:30am 

 

 

 

 

Midweek Lent Services 
Wednesdays - March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
Noon & 7pm   


