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PASTORAL CARE MINISTRY
HOW CAN | HELP IF 1 CAN’T

DO ANTHYING??
By Malinda Johnson

I hear versions of this statement quite often. Sometimes we think we're not
talented enough. Sometimes we think we don't have the right kind of
talent. Sometimes we don't have enough time, patience, money, etc.. The
world tells us we're not good enough to serve, and so we don't.

There are two secrets the world won't tell you. Secrets Satan is
desperately hoping you'll never find out. It is not about how talented you
are. It's about how talented God is. ("He who calls you is faithful, he will
surely do it." 1 Thessalonians 5:24) Caring for people starts with small,
simple acts. ("'And whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of
cold water because he is a disciple, truly, | say to you, he will by no means
lose his reward.'" Matthew 10:42) It's not about you (sorry). It's about God.
What talents He chose or chooses to give you and how He's calling you to
use them. It's ok if you're not able to lead, or get up in front of people
and sing or talk, or build or make things. That's God working in other
people.

If you're called to wave and smile at someone new, or hold a door open,
or sit next to someone who is crying, that is no less important. Quite the
contrary, that could be the most important thing anyone ever does for that
person (little one).

If you're interested in serving alongside Pastor with little acts that help in
big ways, ask us! We want you on our team.

In His Service,

Pastoral Care Ministry Team Members:

Bea Marlette, Chris Corpus, Joe Delgado, Malinda Johnson,
Mark Packer, Bob Gill, and Rich Gray



WINTER FELLOWSHIP NEWS

Winter has arrived and brings a chill in the air. We are thankful for

fellowship that warm our hearts at Faith. The fall season at Faith brought us
many exciting activities..Here's a recap!

The kitchen renovations are almost complete! Thank you to all who helped us
pack up items and get reorganized in all the new storage space. Drawers
are labeled and cabinets are full. Signs are posted to help with cleaning,
coffee making and supply management! Please reach out to Melissa Watkins
if you have any questions. We are so blessed to have such a beautiful space
for all to enjoy.

In October, we celebrated Pastor and his family with an appreciation
potluck! Thank you to all who were in attendance and helped make this
event a success. We continue to be blessed by the Woolsey family and their
ministry at Faith.

November brought us our annual pie social, following our Thanksgiving
service. A wide variety of desserts and treats were shared along with
fellowship. Thank you to those who cut and organized desserts along with
set-up and clean-up.

On Saturday, December é6th, many gathered to help decorate for the Advent
season. Wreaths were hung, trees were decorated and nativity scenes were
placed. A delicious lunch was shared by alll Our undecorating party was
just as fun! Thank you to all who helped and if you have not attended our
decorating/undecorating parties, please consider!

More events are in the works for the New Year. Stay tuned for more details!

Blessings to you,

Melissa Watkins
480-518-6791
watkinsmelissa8legmail.com



’ SHROVE TUESDAY e
PANCAKE DINNER
S

All you can eat Pancakes, Sausage, and Sundae Bar
Gift Basket Raffle!

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17TH
6PM - 7PM

TICKETS
$10 AGES 12 & UP
$6 AGES 4-11

$30 FAMILY (4+)
AGES 3 & UNDER ARE FREE

All proceeds benefit upcoming trips for our Youth Group




LWML EVENTS

A special “Thank you” to all that helped
to make the Christmas Cookie Sale a big
success! The bakers, the packers, the
box decorators, the sellers, and the
gracious buyers were so appreciated.
Deb Hinman donated all the ribbon!
Mandy Gummo obtained Thrivent
funding. She also purchased dough for
the youth to make cookies! In total
$1223.00 was made.

LWML Spring Luncheon April 25,2026
Save the Date!

Diana Schack will be inspiring us!
Join us for this fabulous event!

The Ode- Winter Editionis a
publication from the LWML Ohio
District. This Edition has an article
from Carla Russell. She is excited
to be PUBLISHED!!! Check it out
then return the copy for someone
else to read!

WOMEN
I\

Meets the first Saturday of each

month at 9:30 a.m. in the

Classroom, led by Bonnie Sears.

Includes devotions, snacks, and

fellowship—a great opportunity to

invite an unchurched friend.
Upcoming Events
\CTION Feb 7 - Cans & Cards

@ March 7 - TBD

Theme: “Joyful Always”
“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing,
give thanks in all circumstances; for this is
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” —
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 [*Zurqyl

June 26-27, 2026 s
Location: St. Paul

Lutheran Church,
Westlake, OH (27993 Detroit Rd.)

Hosted by the Cleveland South-West,
Lorain-Medina, and Northeast Zones.

Bonnie Sears — Decorations Lead

Carla Russell - Human Care Committee
(Servant Events & Ingathering)

Volunteers needed from Faith!!
Prayerfully consider how you can help!



LWML MISSIONS

LWML Missions never sleep!!! You can bring in your Mite box at any time, and pick up a new one!
Here is one of the Missions:
$100,000 HELP FOR UKRAINE’S ORPHANS AND DISPLACED PERSONS ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN | Orphan Grain
Train (OGT) Helps the People of Ukraine. The country of Ukraine has been at war for almost three years and
many thousands, if not millions of citizens have felt its impact. Countless lives have been lost, many others
have been injured, some with injuries which will haunt them the rest of their lives. Still others have fled the
country entirely and many have had their homes completely or partially destroyed. The pictures that have
flooded the news reports the past few years have been chilling. These are the people who will be impacted
by this grant. OGT has been involved in humanitarian aid to Ukraine since the war began. OGT works with the
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ukraine and other Christian churches as it distributes aid. In the past year,
seventeen shipments of donated food, clothing, and medical supplies were sent to various locations in
Ukraine. The impact the donations have is both life-saving and soul-saving. The donated supplies assist
people who have lost all their worldly goods and help children whose parents have been killed in the war.
OGT assists twelve orphanages in the Kherson area and three orphanages in the Kyiv area. Each of the
orphanages is served by a pastor who will tell them of a God who is merciful and cares for them through acts
of mercy shown by followers of Jesus. The sole cost for this ministry of mercy is shipping the donated goods
to people in need. This grant will cover the cost of shipping seven containers loaded with food, clothing, and
medical supplies to the country of Ukraine. ‘For | was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty and you
gave me drink, | was a stranger and you welcomed me, | was naked and you clothed me, | was sick and you
visited me, | was in prison and you came to me’ (Matthew 25:35-36).
Mission Grant Story | Learn more at lwml.org/mission-grant
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PRESCHOOL HAPPENINGS]

Happy 2026! We are off to a great start in the New Year! Although we only have morning classes this
year, we came back in January filled to the max with students! We are blessed to be a part of so many
families while sharing Jesus here at Faith.

Our students will be busy in January learning all things winter, snow and ice! Our bible lessons will
include the Baptism of Jesus, Calling His Disciples and Miracles of Jesus! Our younger classes will
continue with name recognition, holding pencils and learning to be a community. Our older class will
continue practicing kindergarten skills, learning addresses and phone numbers and sight words.
Thank you to our prayer buddies for keeping our students in your prayers, we will continue to keep
Faith in our daily prayers.

Registration is open for the 2026-27 school year! Please share our school and program with your
family and friends. You are our best form of advertisement!

You still have time to donate to the Lutheran Scholarship Granting Organization of Ohio which helps
students here at Faith. Your donation is a dollar-for-dollar tax credit and can still be applied to your
2025 taxes! Please contact me if you would like more information!

Here is the link to the LSGO: https://lsgoohio.org/make-a-donation/

Blessings,
Michele
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elebrating Our First Year

"Comfort, comfort my people, says your God." - Isaiah 40:1

| want to start by saying thank you! To God and to you all for an amazing
irst year of this ministry. | am grateful to the members of church leadership
who've helped guide the ministry's goals. | am grateful to all the makers
who've stepped up to serve with me. | am grateful that so many of ya
found joy and comfort in the simple items. This ministry has beel
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